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there is one class peculiar to that city, and of
which the original destination is a problem not
easily solved "by the philosophic enquirer- In
various parts of the city we discover vast subter-
ranean retreats, supported by numberless pillars,
whose strangely carved capitals, fantastically
wreathed with animal forms, as well an imita-
tions of flowers and fruit, glimmer in a dim
twilight, to which a green tinge is given by
the fissures in the weedy roof, through which
the sunbeams find access. These subterranean
abodes, as is generally supposed., were con-
structed for the purpose of supplying the city
with water during the hot season, and, in most
instances, the mighty cisterns arc still Hooded*
One of them, however, called by the Turks
" Bin-Vebir-Direg/' is now dried up, and is,
therefore, more easily visited than the rest Its
roof rests upon more than three hundred massive
columns, which, however, have lost about a third
of their height, in consequence of a mass of
rubbish, supposed to have boon that dug up
when the foundations of St. Sophia were